Leys News 


Delivered FREE 


Celebrating 
two years |) 
of the Leys | 
Learning 

Community 


The Leys Learning Community 
has just celebrated two years 
of making a difference on the 
Leys. In that time the 
organisation has helped nearly 
400 residents find work or 
training, as well as running 
community projects such as 
the 50 Years mosaic. By the 
time you read this they will 
know whether or not they 
have received funding for a 
further year of their important 
work - but they vow to carry 
on whether or not they get the 
money. 
See page 14 for the full story. 


<) BLACKBIRD LEYS IS 50! 
E (\ i irpagay Celebi, ns 
mbenA~s 


| 


~*~ 
a 


fi. 


ae 


- 
3389 
“és 
ri aoa 
<3; athe . 
sc 


: 
: 


Be tiettit. oa" 


A bull terrier called 


Alfie... 
Turn to centre pages 


my: | 
) K : 
a: 
; F 
> 
h as 
R 


Women build 
careers in 

construction 
Turn to page 11 


Orchard Meadow 
pupils get technical 
Turn to page 3 
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Oxford remand Stade Sandy Lane, Cowley, Oxford 


Hand in at turnstiles on your chosen fab) 
race night and receive FREE admission, i om 
racecard and drink. 


0870 840 8903 


www.lovethedogs.co.uk 
Sandy Lane, Cowley, 
Number of guests (max 8) Oxford OX4 6L| 


Management reserve the right to withdraw offer anytime. Racing every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday evening. Volid until the end of Apri 2008. 
Drink is « pint of Lager or equivalent. Offer applies fo aver 18's only and cannat be used in conjunction with any other offer. Terms and conditions apply. 
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Leys News 60 


Leys News is a not-for-profit 
business dedicated to 
providing news and 
information to the whole 
community. We are not 
affiliated to any political party, 
and we operate an equal 
opportunities policy. We 
encourage any resident to get 
involved in our work. 


Contact: 
Leys News, 26 Kingfisher 


Become a 
journalist in 
2008 


Do you think you have what it 
takes to be a community 
journalist? 

If you're a Leys resident and 
you’re interested in learning the 
basics of journalism, Leys News 
may be able to provide you with 


... Letters... 


Leys News | April 2008 


Say no to wind turbines 
on the Leys 

Whilst everyone agrees 
that alternative methods 
for energy should be found, 
I find the latest proposal 
for wind turbines on the 
edge of the Leys disturbing 
news. 

The costs involved in 
building a single turbine 
exceeds £1,000,000. 
Goodness knows what the 


"carbon footprint" is; I hate 
to think. 

My question is "Why aren't 
people being persuaded to 
install solar panels and 
other energy saving 
methods into their 
houses?" Surely if all the 
monies spent on wind 
turbines was channelled 
into solar panels etc there 
would be an enormous 
saving, and we wouldn't 


have these massive 
windmills spoiling our 
views. Why aren't our local 
councillors asking these 
questions, and all the 
country's MPs thinking the 
same ideas, instead of 
jumping on the bandwagon 
saying that we need wind 
turbines? 
Brian Lester 
Blackbird Leys 


free training and guidance to help 
you launch a career. We can help 
you develop your interview skills, 


Phone: show you how to put a story 
01865 711756 


Green, Greater Leys, Oxford 
OX4 7BX The writer of this letter will shortly be receiving a box of delicious doughnuts, donated 
Krispy Kreme at Oxford Castle. If you would like to be in line for a similar melt-in-the- 
mouth treat, simply write to us, letting us know what’s on your mind. Please include your 


contact details so we can send you your tasty prize! 


together or give you a crash course 


in using layout software. 
Training would be completely 


Email: mail@leysnews.co.uk 


Take the plunge for Sacred Heart 


Website: free and we would shape it to fit BY PHIL MOLD Following a hugely successful tandem skydiving day 
www.leysnews.co.uk your needs, rather than the other at Weston on the Green during September 2007, the 

way round. Leys News would then Sacred Heart Church will be holding their annual skydiving day on 5th 
WHO’S WHO? July 2008. 


provide ongoing volunteering 
opportunities and possibly paid 
work for people who have 
completed the training successfully. 
It could be your first step towards 
a fulfilling new career. 


Everyone involved - organisers, supporters and skydivers - had 

such a great day last year, they have encouraged our church to 
organise another skydive day this year. 
We will be holding this to raise funds for the church, so skydivers will 
collect sponsorship from friends and family. Last year we raised over 
£2000 and hope to match that amount this year. What a fantastic 
opportunity to have a day to remember for the rest of your life, the 
most awesome feeling in the world....just amazing. 

Anyone who wishes to take part this year should either contact the 

church on 01865 779658 or send an email to shskydive@tiscali.co.uk 
with your contact details. 
We will be holding a presentation session after mass on Sunday 6th 
April where all the information regarding this skydive can be found 
along with all your questions answered by the organisers and past 
skydivers. 


...JOB OPPORTUNITIES... 


The Leys Community Development 
Initiative Seeks 


PROJECT WORKER FOR THE OVER 55s 
AT THE “CLOCKHOUSE” PROJECT 


Board of Directors: 

Sasha East, Sebastian 
Fraczkowski, Derek James, 
Tav Sahota, Jim Saunders, Pat 
Saunders, Roy Simmonds, 
Wendy Spray, Gerry Webb 


If you’re interested in hearing 
more about what we have to offer, 
ring us on 01865 711756 or email 
editor@leysnews.co.uk . 


People who contributed to 
this issue: Fr David Hartley, 
Brian Lester, Stuart Mabbutt, 
Phil Mold, Samantha 
Sturgeon, Charlotte Stirling- 
Reed 


Editor: Kate Griffin 


Office Manager: Anna 
Pavelin 


Biacxsirp Leys ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 


Behind Community Centre, next to Swimming Pool 


EASTER 
PLAYSCHEME |‘: 


Design: Julian Dourado 


Distribution co-ordinator: 
Lorraine Heritage 


Leys News Volunteers: 
Trisha Gibson, Miriam Picha, 
Samantha Sturgeon, Ha Wills 


@ 1 year post with the possibility of an 
extension. 


Lots of activities including sports, arts, 


Leys News 61. crafts and offsite visits 


Out early June 


@ 26 hours per week, Salary in the range 


Conde sina £19,000 to £21,000 p.a. pro rata, 


Deadline: 
Friday 9th May 


Leys News acknowledges 
valuable advice from Matt 
Dillon at Lloyds TSB and Mark 
Rusher from Critchleys. 


Leys News acknowledges financial 
assistance from: Catalyst 
Communities Housing Association, 
Oxford Citizens Housing 
Association, Cherwell Housing 
Trust, Awards for All, Blackbird 
Leys Parish Council, Oxford City 
Council’s South East Area 
Committee, and support from: 
Newsquest (Oxfordshire). 


Leys News is a company limited 
by guarantee No. 3591512 


EUnOr EN UNION 


Soe ‘ed 
f Commun OXFORD 


CITY 
fe ad COUNCIL 


according to experience. 


The aim of the Project is to address the 
needs of older people in Blackbird Leys 
and Greater Leys, Oxford, and to put the 


Clockhouse - a purpose built centre for the 
over 55s - into effective use for local 
people. 


For more information or to request an 
application pack ring 

01865 334802/ 395927 

or email sasha.east@chg.org.uk 


Closing date for applications: 
11th April 2008. 


This Project is funded by the Allen 
Lane Foundation, the Blackbird Leys 
Housing Consortium, Comic Relief and 
the Sobell Foundation. 


7th_ 1 gth April, 10-4pm 
For ages 5-16, limited spaces for under 8s 


To book place or more info call 747704 


BR Xe) JOKES UrbanBuzz 


THE LEYS REMIX PROJE DnveRSHY 
Looking for committed young people - between 14 and 
18 who like working with computers, want to learn new 

design programmes, visit places in the UK and 
overseas, make movies and REMIX our world with your 
design ideas. Project runs from 5th April throughout the 
year. Young people, parents and guardians interested, 
come along to registration at 11am, 29 March 2008 at 
the Leys Linx to find out more and! sion, up. 


Cantsce Patrick on pmukholi€pyahoo. com or 07882316897 
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Kingfisher Green residents 
have their sa 


a t . 
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Lewis Meek (centre) and Ryan Clune interviewed fellow Orchard Meadow School pupils at a public consultation. 


RESIDENTS OF Kingfisher Green have had 
their say about the area and will soon see 
their suggestions put into action. 

Oxford City Council’s leisure and parks 
team are working on improving a number of 
play areas across the city, including the 
Kingfisher Green play park. They have been 
consulting residents about what 
improvements they think should be made in 
a series of informal meetings. 


Drug dealer 
behind bars 


A LEYS DRUG dealer has been sentenced 
to five and a half years in prison. Aaron 
Willett, aged 26, was sentenced at 
Oxford Crown Court in February for 
possession with intent to supply Class A 
drugs. 

Willett was charged with the offence 
after officers searched his home on 
Sawpit Road and found £20,000 of cash. 
They also found nearly two and a half 
ounces of crack cocaine in his car. 

Detective Constable Dave Whittle of 
Oxford CID said: "In court, Willett 
admitted to being actively involved in the 
distribution of crack throughout Oxford to 
street dealers. 

"He was an important part of the 
chain of supply, passing on the drugs 
from major dealers in London to lower- 
level dealers. 

"Willett has a history of violent crime, 
including armed robbery. This lengthy 
sentence shows that the police and the 
criminal justice system will not tolerate 
the dealing of dangerous drugs in 
Oxford." 


There was a good turnout for the 
Kingfisher Green consultation on the 29th 
January, despite the cold weather. Residents 
answered questions and chose from options 
including creating a seating area, planting 
more trees and installing new play 
equipment. 

Children from Orchard Meadow School 
joined in the consultation, interviewing and 
videoing each other like television 


NEARLY EVERY EASTER we read in the 
papers that people don't know what we 
are celebrating... so let's begin at the 
beginning. When Christians celebrate 
Easter they are celebrating the 
"Resurrection' - that Jesus Christ, after 
dying on a cross like a criminal on 'Good 
Friday' came back to life on the morning 
of the day we call Sunday, which for the 
Jews then was the first day of the week 
after their Sabbath. None of his friends 
and followers had expected this to 
happen, in fact they didn't even 
recognise him it was so unexpected, but 
the four gospels in the bible all have 
stories about how he showed himself to 
them and convinced them that it was 
really him, alive. 

When the Christian faith first reached 
England Easter was already being 
celebrated, and it was the time when 
new converts were usually baptized. In 
many churches there is a service in the 
night or early morning, and even if 
nobody is being baptized we usually 
bless water and renew our baptism 
promises then. The symbol of fire and 
light is also used, and we begin the 
service in darkness, to represent the 


professionals. 

The results of the consultation will be 
made public in a report delivered to the city 
council’s South East Area Committee on 7th 
April at Cardinal House in Littlemore. Local 
councillors will then discuss the action to be 
taken on the residents’ suggestions. The 
meeting will start at 6:30pm and is open to 
the public. 


The true meaning of Easter 


BY FR DAVID HARTLEY 


body of Jesus dead and cold, before 
filling the church with light to celebrate 
his new life, because we believe as 
Christians that it isn't just a new life for 
him, it is a new beginning for everyone 
who accepts it. 

As Easter has been celebrated in this 
country and many others, different 
customs have developed, and in our area 
we have many families with their own 
traditions and customs from all over the 
world. In England we seem to have 
been taken over with chocolate eggs! 
Even with them the filled eggs are 
‘waiting to hatch' but the empty hollow 
eggs are like eggs where the chick has 
already grown out of them. It is these 
that can also remind us of the empty 
tomb of Jesus. 

He was buried but after three days 
he rose again, for us, to lead us all from 
this way of living into a new life, a life 
which begins here and now, and lasts for 
eternity, always new, always full and 
wonderful beyond anything we have 
been able to enjoy so far. 


Have fun at Easter, have a Happy 
Easter, now, and for ever! 
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Behind the scenes 
at the CDI 


THE LEYS Community Development 
Initiative (CDI) will be giving 
residents a chance to see how the 
organisation works, make 
suggestions or get involved. 

The CDI holds its annual general 
meeting on Tuesday 25th March and 
all residents are welcome to attend 
the free event. 

Sasha East, who works with the 
CDI, said: “We welcome comments 
on past work, and suggestions 
about the future direction of our 
work. 

“It is very important that local 
people and groups are closely 
involved with the CDI and help to 
steer it.” 

Residents can get involved by 
becoming a member of an informal 
group, meeting two or three times a 
year to review the CDI’s work. 
Alternatively, you can become a 
member of the Executive Committee 
which meets every six weeks and 
oversees CDI projects more closely. 
Both roles are unpaid but the 
reward is to have a direct influence 
on the projects happening in your 
community, as well as enjoying 
gatherings with food and fun. 


The Community Development 
Initiative AGM will be at 6pm on 
Tuesday 25th March in the Glow 
Hall, Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre, Blackbird Leys Road 
(opposite the “top shops”). Ring 
01865 334802 for more information. 


Are you 
self-employed? 


NEXT ISSUE WE will be doing a one- 
off 'cut out and keep' page for local 
residents with details of local 
plumbers, babysitters, hair dressers, 
gardeners, painters, beauticians, 
massage therapists, cake makers 
etc. If you are just starting up or 
looking to increase your local 
customer base, try us. 

You can advertise your service for 
£25 and it will appear in two issues of 
Leys News. This is less than a 
quarter of the price of our normal 
advertising as we want to make it 
accessible to all local businesses. 


If you are interested in this 
opportunity speak to Anna on 
711756 or email 

advertising @leysnews.co.uk. 


Changes at 
Blackbird Leys 
Parish Council 


GORDON ROPER HAS been made 
chair of Blackbird Leys Parish Council 
after a unanimous vote. He had been 
acting chair since Lee Cole's 
resignation. Mr Roper said: "I'll do 
my best, I know we've had some 
quite formidable chairs before me, 
and I shall try to do a good job." 

At the same meeting (which took 
place on the 29th January), Gerry 
Webb was voted vice-chair, beating 
Chris Hatton by six votes to three. 
Susan Fitzsimons was_ voted 
treasurer. 

The next meeting of Blackbird 
Leys Parish Council is on Tuesday 
25th March. Residents are welcome 
to attend. 


If you have an item that you would 
like to add to the agenda, email the 
parish clerk on 
hjcboss@hotmail.co.uk or ring 
01865 734346. 


SPAR Dunnock Way 
Greater Leys 


Tam till! 1pm 


OPEN NORMAL HOURS OVER 
EASTER WEEKEND 


TURNED ON TO 


ah 
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“LOOK AT OUR AMAZING STORE OFFERS IN OUR LEAFLET 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Arts and Culture Focus supported by BMW Group Plant Oxford 
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BMW Group 
Plant Oxford =@= 


A tale of lust and deception 
..i1n a swimming pool? 


THEY'VE HAD SWORD- 
FIGHTS on scaffolding, fairy 
tales in a mirrored tent and 
sent an actress floating 
down the river Cherwell... 
but Creation Theatre 
Company still aren’t giving 
up their love of unusual 
locations. 

The Oxford theatre 
group are currently 
performing Shakespeare’s 
Measure for Measure at the 
North Wall, Oxford - a 
theatre which was a 
Victorian swimming pool in 


a former life. 

The play itself is a brave 
choice, as Measure for 
Measure is known by 
scholars as one of 
Shakespeare’s “problem 
plays”. Variations in tone 
make it difficult to class the 
play as either a comedy ora 
tragedy, which causes 
headaches for any director 
trying to create a consistent 
atmosphere on-stage. 

To add to the problems, 
Shakespeare’s original text 
exists in several varying 


versions and there are odd 
holes in the plot, suggesting 
that Shakespeare was in a 
hurry and didn’t have time 
to iron out all the 
inconsistencies. 

However, a_ well-done 
production of Measure for 
Measure can overcome all 
the problems and thrill the 
audience with a tale of love, 
lust and bravery. The twists 
and turns of the plot - 


enthralled. To find out how 
it all turns out - and 
whether there’s a happy 
ending — head to the North 
Wall and watch Creation in 
action. 


Creation Theatre Company 
will be performing Measure 
for Measure at The North 
Wall Arts Centre, South 
Parade, Summertown, from 
19th March to 12th April. 


Local dancers off to the 
London Palladium 


Leys, will be heading to the London Palladium in April. 

26 dancers from KC’s School of Dance will be 
performing in a production of Streets Ahead at the 
prestigious venue. The dancers range in age from 21 
to just seven years old, and some of them have never 
danced in public before. 

The group have been working hard to perfect their 
routines during weekly rehearsals at Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre, and the choreography was nearly 
finished as Leys News went to press. This will be the 
second time the group have appeared at the London 
Palladium, although it will be the first time for many of 
the newer members. 

Kelly Chandler, who runs KC’s School of Dance, said: 
“Last year we thought it was a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity but we are lucky enough to have such 
great dancers that they are able to take part again 
this year. They are all excited and proud to represent 
KC’s School of Dance.” 

The dance school hit the headlines in December when 
they won a clutch of medals at “the Olympics of street 
dance”, the World Hip-Hop Championships. Nine young 
people from the group represented England at the 
contest in Germany and five of those were placed sixtt 
in the world in the group dance category. 

The London Palladium is one of the most famous 
performance venues in the country, if not the world. 
Previous performers there include the Beatles, Judy 
Garland and Frank Sinatra. 

Kelly Chandler said: “We are hoping to sell out 
again this year. I am very proud of all the dancers and 
wish them good luck.” 


including deceptions and 
double-deceptions - can 


Ring 01865 766266 to 
book tickets. 
audience 


The group will be performing at the London Palladium 
in London’s West End on Sunday 27th April. You can 
book tickets by ringing 0870 8900 149. 


Blackbird Leys 


The Blackbird Leys Choir performed at the Sheldonian Theatre in February last 
year. Now they're going to perform in another famous Oxford building: the 
Ashmolean Museum. 


Choir to sing show tunes in the Sculpture Gallery 


THE BLACKBIRD LEYS CHOIR will be singing in 
the atmospheric surrounding of Oxford’s 
Ashmolean Museum as part of an exciting new 
arts festival. 

On Friday 4th April, the Blackbird Leys 
Choir will be singing a mixture of classical 
pieces and showtunes from Broadway musicals 
in the museum's Sculpture Gallery, a stunning 
location full of Greek and Roman classical 
statues. The concert is part of Oxfringe, a new 
. arts festival dedicated to promoting upcoming 
talent. 

Choir member Zoe Millington said: “We're 
| looking forward to the Ashmolean show. It's 
one of many concerts we have coming up - it's 
® great that we're in demand. We've got some 
j enthusiastic new members and the choir is 
going from strength to strength. We would 
encourage anyone interested in joining the 
Y choir to get in touch." 

The Blackbird Leys Choir began on the 
reality TV show The Singing Estate, when 
conductor Ivor Setterfield was challenged to 
recruit 40 aspiring singers from the Leys and 
turn them into a professional-sounding choir in 
the space of three months. It made great 
television for Channel 5, but the story since 


then is even more extraordinary: the choir has 
gone on to sing in Oxford’s Sheldonian 
Theatre, on national television and even in 
Buckingham Palace as a private performance 
for the Queen. 

The Afropean Choir will also be singing at 
the Ashmolean event, bringing their unique 
mixture of African and Western music to the 
dramatic setting. Oxfringe co-director Sarah 
Jones said: "It's wonderful to have these two 
choirs, rooted in Oxford's local communities, 
performing as part of our first full fringe - the 
mixture of exciting new sounds in the beautiful 
setting of one of Oxford's most prestigious 
institutions promises to make a_ hugely 
memorable night out." 

Oxfringe started life last year as a small 
fringe event happening alongside (but 
unconnected with) the Sunday Times Oxford 
Literary Festival. This year Oxfringe is a much 
bigger event, with 60 performances taking 
place over nine days. 


Tickets are £8 (£6 concessions). Ring 01865 
305305 to book. If you are interested in 
joining the choir, you can contact them on 
07870 377251. 


OXFORD WOMEN’S TRAINING 
COURSES 
Spring 2008 


Go For IT- A Basic IT Course 

OCN Level 1 Progression Certificate is a basic IT course helping those wanting to increase their employability. The 
course involves confidence building, improving your own learning and performance, basic IT skills including internet 
and email, and career preparation. 


Starts: 23rd April 2008 Fees:16- 18yr olds FREE 
Code: OXWTP01DC 19+ Full Fee £160 
Days: Wednesday & Friday Concession £45 


Video Production- An Introductory Course 

This course enables you to develop your idea into a professional video production using digital 
shooting and editing facilities. Subjects covered include understanding applications of moving 
image technology, planning a moving image sequence, using a video camera, creating a 
finished moving image and preparing for employment in the moving image production industry. 


Starts: 28th April 2008 Fees: 16- 18yr olds FREE 
Code: OXWTLO2DB 19+ Full Fee £395 
Days: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday (11 Weeks) Concession £60 


Certificate In Employment Skills 

This varied course gives you a qualification which aims to raise your awareness of opportunities available in 
employment. Subjects covered include job search techniques, confidence building, and motivation and 
communication skills. 


Starts: 21st April 2008 Fees 16- 18yr olds- FREE 
Code: OXWTE01DB 19+ Full Fee £120 
Days: Monday (12 Weeks) Concession £30 


Introductory Certificate in Basic Construction Skills 
This course will provide you with an in depth insight into a variety of basic construction skills. 
Skills covered will include bricklaying, plumbing, plastering, carpentry and tiling. 


Starts: 21st April 2008 Fees 16-18yr olds- BREE 
Code: OXWTC07DB 19+ Full Fee £640 
Days: Monday to Friday (12 Weeks) Concession £60 


Skills For Jobs 

This is a course designed for those who need assistance in finding employment. These workshops will help you to 
increase your employability through basic IT training, CV writing, job search techniques. We guarantee a mock 
interview and full support until you find employment. 

Days: Mondays- possible to start whenever you need! 

Contact Greta Franklin-Brown on 01865 550825 


For Further Information Contact: 
Oxford Women’s Training 
Cuddesdon Way 
Blackbird Leys 
OX4 6HN 
Oxford Women’s Training 


Phone: 01865 550827 Email: hmcluckie@ocvc.ac.uk 
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... What’s on in the Leys... 


The What's On section is getting bigger and better. It's now organised by topic instead of by date, 
so you can go straight to the section that interests you. We've also changed the name because 
“What's On Weekly” doesn't give scope for less regular events. Leys News also publicises events in 
the monthly Leys Listings, an A3 sheet pinned up all over the Leys. So please keep telling us about 
any events you'd like us to publicise. It's an easy and completely free way of telling thousands of 


Leys residents about your event. 


HILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE 
Leys Kiddie Club works in 
partnership with the Dovecote 
Voluntary Parent Committee and 
now runs in the Dovecote Family 
Drop in Room, Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays & Fridays, 9.30am until 
2.30pm. Cost: 75p per drop-in. 
Contact Ruth Brown on 07985 
637487. 


Beavers (aged 6-8) meet at the 
Blackbird Leys Scout Hut on Sandy 
Lane. Tuesdays 5pm-6pm. Ring 
(01865) 714104. 


Cubs (aged 8-10) meet at the 
Blackbird Leys Scout Hut on Sandy 
Lane. Tuesdays 6.30pm-8pm. Ring 
(01865) 714104. 


Dovecote After School Club for 
4-12 year olds is Monday-Thursday, 
3.15pm-5pm, at the Dovecote. 
Cost: 75p per session. 


The Barn Youth Project 

Session for ages 7 to 12 is on 
Mondays 5.30-7.30pm. 
Wednesdays is for young people 
aged 13 to 20 and runs from 7pm- 
9pm. 


Blackbird Leys Youth Centre, 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of 
activities and advice for young 
people. Contact on (01865) 
772886. 


Scouts (aged 10%-15 1%) at the 
Blackbird Leys Scout Hut on Sandy 
Lane. Thursdays 7pm-8.30pm. 
Ring (01865) 714104. 


Cheerleading for girls aged 6 and 
over is at the Leisure Centre on 
Pegasus Road. Tuesdays 4.30pm. 
50p a session. Run by the Leys 
Youth Programme. Contact Matt 
and Katie Gamble on (01865) 
427075. 


5-a-side football for girls is at 
the Leisure Centre on Fridays. 5- 
6pm for years 3-6. 6-7pm for 
years 7 upwards. 50p a session. 
Run by the Leys Youth Programme. 
Contact Matt and Katie Gamble on 
(01865) 427075. 


5-a-side football for boys is at 
the Leisure Centre on Fridays. 4- 
5pm for school years 3 to 6. 
5-6pm for years 7 to 9. 6-7pm for 
years 10 and 11. 50p a session. 
Run by the Leys Youth Programme. 
Contact Matt and Katie Gamble on 
(01865) 427075. 


Starlight Black Child Mixed 
Heritage Group meets every 
Wednesday during term time at 
Blackbird Leys Adventure 
Playground between 5pm and 
6:30pm. The group provides a safe 
forum to explore issues of race and 
racism with other parents and 
occasional guest speakers, while 
the children have fun playing and 


getting to know each other. 


CHURCHES 


Church of the Holy Family is on 
Cuddesdon Way. Sunday service at 
10-11am with lively children’s 
church. Evening service most 
Sundays at 6.30pm. The Church of 
the Holy Family is a local 
ecumenical partnership of Anglican, 
Baptist, Methodist, Moravian and 
United Reformed denominations. 
Ring (01865) 396241. 


Leys Community Church. 
Sunday service at the Holy Family 
Church. Includes special activities 
for children and young people. 
Starts at 3.30pm. Contact Richard 
and Kate Colbrook (01865) 
714153. 


Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Sunday Mass is at 9.30am and 
6pm. Ring (01865) 779658. 


COMPUTERS 


The BLITZ (Blackbird Leys IT 
Zone) runs a drop-in where you 
can turn up and get online! Brush 
up on word-processing and 
spreadsheets, or simply surf the 
web. 9:30am-4:30pm Monday to 
Friday, 10am-1pm Saturdays. (No 
drop-in on Sundays.) BLITZ is 
based in Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. For 
more information ring John on 
01865 714492. 


WELLBEING 


The Listening Centre (TLC) 
COUNSELLING in Cuddesdon 
Corner Family Centre 

Mondays 12.30pm - 
8.30pmTuesdays, Wednesdays & 
Thursdays 5.30pm - 8.30pmFor 
further details contact the manager 
on 01865 794794 


LETSURE 


Boxing training is at the Youth 
Centre 

(part of the Leys Linx Centre on 
Blackbird Leys Road). Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings, 7.30-9pm. Run 
by Keith Templar. Contact on 
(01865) 715815. 


Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre is 
on Pegasus Road. Open Monday- 
Friday 8am-11pm, Saturday 
9am-8pm, Sunday 9am-9pm. 
Variety of leisure activities and 
classes. Rooms and facilities 
available for private hire. Ring 
(01865) 467020. 


Legs, Bums & Tums is at the 
Leisure Centre. Wednesdays 6- 
7pm. 


Tae Kwon Do is at the Leisure 
Centre. Tuesdays 6-7pm. 


Body Conditioning is at the 


Leisure Centre. Mondays 10-11am. 


Pilates for Beginners is at the 
Leisure Centre. Tuesdays 7- 
7.45pm. 


Blackbird Leys Swimming Pool 
is behind the community centre on 
Blackbird Leys Road. General 
swimming times are Mondays & 
Fridays 5.45-6.45pm, Saturdays & 
Sundays 11.15am-ipm. Other 
sessions available include over 60s, 
women-only, water workout and 
parent & toddler classes. Ring 
(01865) 467042. 


Irish dancing is at Sacred Heart 
Hall. Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
5pm. 


Salsa dancing is at Clementine’s 
Night Club on the Plain. Beginners 
and improvers welcome. 8pm til 
late. Ring 07858 860423 for more 
information. 


OLDER PEOPLE 


Silver Circle meets at the 
Blackbird Leys Community Centre 
on Blackbird Leys Road. Tuesdays 
1-3.30pm. Meet for trips, chats, 
tea, and bingo. Everyone welcome. 
Ring (01865) 435954. 


Golden Circle meets for bingo, 
trips and tea at the Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre on Blackbird 
Leys Road. Thursdays 1pm- 
3:30pm. Everyone welcome. Ring 
(01865) 460592. 


Monday lunch club for the over- 
50s is in the Clockhouse, 
10am-1.30pm. 


Thursday lunch club for the 
over-50s is at The Barn, 10am- 
2pm. 


Leys Over 60s Club. 

Holy Family Church Hall. 
Wednesdays from 1.30pm until 
4pm. Meet for trips, bingo, card 
games, a chat and free 
refreshments. 


Tai chi for the over 50s 

at the Clockhouse community 
centre every Thursday, 10am- 
11am, £1.50, plus free 
refreshments afterwards (tea & 
light lunch) 

details call 01865 395908 or 
07972751317 


SLIMMING 


Slimming World meets at the 
leisure centre on Pegasus Road. 
Thursdays at 7pm. Ring Gill on 
01865 730009 for more 
information. 


If you have a regular event that you would like to see in the What's On section, please tell us! 
Write to What's On, Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX. 
Or simply e-mail editor@leysnews.co.uk, putting "What's On" in the e-mail's subject heading. 


We'd love to hear from you. 
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... Church News... 


Sacred Heart Catholic Church 


Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys OX4 6BD. Car park in 
Poulton Place. Serving Blackbird Leys, Greater 
Leys, Garsington and Cuddesdon. Fr. David 
Hartley, Tel 01865 779658. 


Holy Week: 

Palm Sunday, March 16th 

9.30am Mass with blessing and distribution of palm 
Crosses 

6.00 Mass with distribution of palms 


Wednesday 19th 
7.00pm Reconciliation Service for Easter 


Holy Thursday 20th 

8.00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Followed by watch of prayer at the Altar of Repose until 
Midnight. 


Good Friday 21st 

10.30am meet at Holy Family for rayer Walk 

3.00pm Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion, with veneration of 
the Cross 


Holy Saturday 22nd 
9.00pm Easter Vigil 


Easter Day 23rd 

9.30am Mass with Hymns and Children’s Liturgy 
12 noon Mass in Portuguese 

6.00am Mass 


Easter Monday 
10..0am Mass, followed by sponsored walk around the 
parish 


Regular Services: 

Sundays: Masses 9.30am and 6.00pm 

Mondays: Mass 9.00am 

Tuesdays: Rosary 7.00pm and Mass 7.30pm 
Thursdays: Adoration 6.30pm, and Mass 7.00pm 
Fridays: Mass 9.00am 

Saturday: Mass 10.00am, and Confessions 10.30am 


Mass in Portuguese: 

We now have a Brazilian priest, Fr Frederico Ribeiro, 
working with Sacred Heart, and he will celebrate mass 
every Sunday at 12 noon. Everyone is very welcome. 


The Church of the Holy Family 

Any enquiries to: the Rev'd Fleur Houston 
(774672) and the Rev'd David Parry (778728) 
Regular Services: All are welcome to our regular Sunday 
communion services at 10.00 am - there is special 
provision for children. And if you prefer a more meditative 
style of worship why not come along at 6.30 pm, for Time 
Out - for those of us who need a bit of space. 

On Tuesdays at 9.00am we have short morning 
prayers for anyone to attend. On Wednesdays we have 
prayers for the Leys community at 1.00 pm. 

Every Sunday there are services with Eucharist at 
10.00 am; for part of the service, children may attend our 
lively children's church. At 6.30 pm Time Out is a short 
reflective service with different styles of worship each 
week. 


The Leys Community Church 


The Leys Community Church meets at 3.30pm ona 
Sunday afternoon at the Church of the Holy Family. 
Meetings include special activities for children and young 
people. Please phone Richard and Kate Colbrook on 
01865 714153 for more details. 


Blackbird Leys and Greater Leys 
Have Your Say... 


Thursday 24th April, 3pm-6pm 
The Barn and Farmhouse area, Nightingale Avenue 


Have your say on: neighbourhood issues, litter, housing, 
community groups, the environment 
Fun activities on the day for young and old. 


All welcome to come along and enjoy the activities and 
discuss any concerns that you may have about the area or 
your housing. 


If you would like to be involved in the planning or the 
running of the day or would like more information please 
call Sasha on 01865 334802 or 07966 427 203 
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Drugs seized 
from three Leys 
homes 


Drugs have been seized from three 
Leys properties, according to Thames 
Valley Police. 

Drug warrants were executed at 
properties in Elder Way, Knights Road 
and Falcon Close in the morning of 
March 12th. Substances believed by 
the police to be drugs have been 
seized from all three properties and 
are currently being analysed. 

Two people have already been 
arrested. Nobody had yet been 
charged when Leys News went to 
press the day after the raid. 

Detective Sergeant Simon Steel 
from Oxford CID said: “This was a 
successful operation and we have 
seized a significant amount of what 
we believe to be cocaine, 
amphetamines and cannabis. 

“Tackling drug dealing has been 
identified by Leys residents as one of 
their top policing priorities. We have 
been working closely with the 
neighbourhood policing team both in 
the run up to this operation and 
following it.” 


Det Sgt Steel can be contacted 
through the Thames Valley Police 
non-emergency number on 0845 8 
505 505. 


If you don’t want to talk to police 
and don’t want to leave your name, 
call the Crimestoppers charity 
anonymously on 0800 555 111. 


Easter break Activities 
BTS ANT 2008 Les 


WATCH TELEVISION ANY 
night of the week and you'll 
be guaranteed there's a 
cookery programme - or 
two - or three! As a nation 
we are obsessed with 
watching people cook - 

| whether it's Jamie, Nigella, 
Delia or Gordon. 

We then go out and buy 
the books of the series - 
they always make their way to the top of the best 
seller lists. Funny thing is that as a nation we're 
actually cooking less - that is cooking less from 
scratch, producing fewer meals at home that are 
delicious and nutritious, spending less and less 
time in the kitchen with wholesome produce, 
which (to quote a recent author on the subject of 
food) "your grandma would recognise as food". 

Instead we buy chemically enhanced, 
processed materials and shove them in the 
microwave. So why are we so enticed by the 
entertainment of cooking, but so bored by the 
reality? 

The good news is that eating healthily doesn't 
have to cost a lot of money and, even better, 
there are actually many ways in which eating 
healthily can reduce the cost of your weekly 
shopping. If we can try to rewind time to when 
supermarkets were non-existent and a great deal 
of food was fresh and affordable, as many people 
grew their own, we can see food for the much 


Bs 


Cron 
OXFORD 


Ferry sporns Gentre 


Junior Squash Coaching Ages 8-16 


10.30am-12pm 


simpler produce that it is. This is not to try and 
encourage people to live in the past - but it shows 
that we can actually have the best of both worlds 
- knowledge and understanding of food as well as 
a huge accessibility to a variety of healthy 
foodstuffs that early generations could only have 
dreamt of. 


“But don't these fruit and 
vegetables cost?” 


People tend to perceive fruit and vegetables to be 
expensive produce but when we consider the 
content of nutrients in comparison with some 
readymade or snack foods, fruit and vegetables 
really are the best deal. For example a six-pack of 
apples from an average supermarket costs 86p - 
that is the equivalent of 14 pence each - and a 
packet of 8 kiwi fruits is £1.29 making them on 
average about 16 pence each. An equivalent packet 
of 6 individual chocolate bars costs around £1.50 
and although these are generally more energy- 
dense products, they are also less 
nutrient-enriched. 

Buying fruit and vegetables already frozen can 
help reduce the price of shopping and frozen foods 
have all the nutrients locked in safely ready for 
eating. A 500g bag of frozen fruit costs £1.79 and 
can be put with crumble to make desserts or 
blended to make a smoothie, which is a really easy 
and delicious way of getting some of your five fruit 
and veg a day, and a much cheaper way than 
buying readymade smoothies, and making your 
own has added nutritional benefits. 

Fruit and vegetables are also full of fibre, which 
is not digested by the body, but helps keep our 
bowels healthy as well as helping lower cholesterol 
and stabilise blood sugar levels. On top of this fibre 
also adds 'bulk' to the foods you eat, making you 


Latest news from the 
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Eating healthily for less 


Nutrition student Charlotte Stirling-Reed explains why eating healthily can actually save you money. 


stay fuller for longer and therefore reducing your 
appetite and the need to snack. 


“Five a day?” 


For some years now the government has been 
leading a healthy eating scheme with such 
catchphrases as "Five a Day". This really is a 
great place to start if you want to improve your 
diet. Fruit and vegetables should be making up at 
least a third of your daily food intake as these are 
some of the basic building blocks that will help 


PCSOs 


you achieve a nutritious and well balanced diet. 
Fruit and vegetables come in huge varieties from 
apples and carrots to kale and pomegranate, and 
all come with a wonderful variety of textures, 
colours, tastes - and most importantly - nutrients. 
Not only are they packed with vast amounts of 
vitamins and minerals, which amongst other 
things help improve health, promote growth, 
repair and development and provide the body 
with energy, they also consist of large amounts of 
fibre and water. 


Leys PCSOs (Police Community Support Officers) James Kachellek, Simone O’Dell and Mari-Claire Tutty give us an update 


The Key Messages from “Five a Day” 

Fruit and vegetables can be consumed in many forms; fresh, 
frozen, dried or canned (in juice). 

1 portion is considered to be around 80g. This could be 1 
medium apple or banana, 3 tablespoons of cooked vegetables or 
a 150ml glass of fresh orange juice. (Juice can only ever count 
toward one portion of your five a day). 

The best way to ensure you get a good mix of nutrients is to 
choose a variety of fruit and vegetables from different sources. 
Although potatoes play an important role in a balanced diet, 
they don’t count towards our five a day. 


Save money and eat 
more healthily 


* Always buy and use the freshest produce you can afford. 
* Find a recipe book you like and learn to prepare the meals 
from scratch. 

* Plan a whole week of meals in advance to help with 
shopping. 

* Buy foods in bulk (as long as you have efficient and safe 
storage). 

* Look out for 'buy one get one free’ deals but only if you are 
sure you will eat them. 

* Cook more meals from home. 

* Buy locally grown foods from independent stores when 
possible. 

* Eat more fruit and vegetables to increase the fibre in your 
diet and reduce snacking needs. 

* Experiment with different foods and choose your favourite 
meals. 

* Make sure you are consuming enough water throughout the 
day. 

* Prepare foods for work in the morning or the night before 
and store them properly. 

* Buy frozen fruit and vegetables. 

* Never shop when hungry - your stomach will encourage 
overspending. 


Remember: 

Balance is the most important 
factor in any diet and so creating 
meals with a large variety of 
different foods is very important. 
Experimenting with different food 
types improves nutritional intake, 
makes life interesting and really 
doesn't have to cost. 


Playground 
receives 
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Residents to get 
more say over 
planning 
applications 


Leys residents will have a louder 
voice at Oxford City Council planning 
meetings, thanks to a speeded-up 
consultation process. 

The city council usually gives parish councils just 
14 days to consider planning applications for their 
areas, listen to residents and make 


recommendations. This means that many 
applications are past the deadline for discussion 
before the parish council can meet to discuss them. 

Gerry Webb, new vice-chairman of Blackbird 
Leys Parish Council, has created a speedier system 
whereby a sub-committee of the parish council can 
discuss planning applications on email as soon as 
they arrive, without waiting for the monthly 
meetings. 

At the parish council’s February meeting, those 
present agreed to implement the new system, with 
Mr Webb as the coordinator. This means that 
residents will get a better chance of making their 
views known on planning matters. Residents are 
encouraged to email Mr Webb on 
gez.webb@yahoo.co.uk with any planning concerns 
they may have. 


=” OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


Monday 7th — Friday 11th 


funding 
lifeline from 


on how things are going. 


SINCE YOU LAST heard from us, the community has been 


Basketball Coaching Clinic Ages 8-16 shocked by the news of a stabbing in Celandine Place. pa rish 
Monday 7th — Friday 11th 1-2pm We understand why people have been frightened by this, E 
but we want to get the message to residents that the cou ncil 


Leys is still a safe place. The stabbing was an isolated 
incident and the perpetrator has now been detained 
under the Mental Health Act. The police are not looking 
for anyone else in connection with the stabbing. 

Thames Valley Police have stepped up their presence 
in the area in order to reassure people, so you'll be 
seeing more police and PCSOs around in the near future. 

On a lighter note, the pet welfare day we attended in 
February was very successful. The day was organised by 
the RSPCA but we went along to help out and see all the 
different animals that were brought along! 50 pets came 
along, of which about three-quarters were dogs and the 
rest cats. Mari-Claire is shown in our picture with Alfie, 
a 10-month-old bull terrier who was microchipped on the 
day. 

As well as the microchipping, many pet owners came 
for advice on how to look after their pets. The RSPCA 
were so pleased with the turnout that they’ve decided to 
hold another pet welfare day on the Leys in about six 
months’ time. 

We’re saying goodbye to Simone O'Dell this month, 
as she leaves the PCSOs to begin training as a police 
officer. However, we do have some new recruits and by 
the time you read this they will already have started 
work: Kate Hellenburgh, Kate Howkins and _ Richard 
Osborn. So if you see some unfamiliar faces in PCSO 
uniform, please say hello and make them feel welcome. 

In our next column we'll have a picture of the new 
PCSO team and we'll let you know how the new recruits 
are getting on. 


BLACKBIRD LEYS 
Adventure Playground has 
received funding from 
Blackbird Leys Parish 
Council to run its Easter 
play scheme. 

The playground runs 
an after-school club and a 
holiday club, which are 
heavily subsidised so that 
parents on low incomes 
will be able to afford 
them. Current funding for 
the playground does not 
fully cover running costs. 

At a meeting in 
February, Blackbird Leys 
Parish Council agreed to 
give the adventure 
playground £500 to cover 
the costs of a subsidised 
play scheme over the 
Easter holidays. 

They agreed to provide 
further funding (possibly 
as much as a further 
£500) on production of 
further financial 
information. 


Junior Badminton Coaching Aces 8-12 
Monday 14th — Friday 18th 10am-12pm : 
inksey Outdoor Pool re-opens from 5th Ma 


Bouncy Fun Aces Under 8's Soft play & bouncy 


castle. 7th — 11th & 14th —18th 2.30-4.30pm Facilities available include: 


» large outdoor heated swimming pool » free parasol hire 


» disabled toilet and changing facility » relaxation area 


Inflatable Fun Swim Sessions 
7th — 11th & 14th —18th 10.15am-11.45am 


Aspires Academy, 


Ferry Sports Centre, Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre & 
Temple Cowley Pools Ages 12-15 

Want to get fit? Come use our fitness suites and let us help you 
reach your potential. Pick up a leaflet for more information. 


AN Oxtord GityiGounci\Pools 


[=] Kids Swim Free All under 17’s 
Contact your local Oxford City Council Pool for more info. 
‘ ‘ 


Limited numbers. 


So arrive early! y Wheelchair access to water via sloping pool » refreshments 


» outdoor play area » slice card memberships 


y sun lounger and deck-chair hire 


5th May opening day - FREE admissions to all! 
njoy 10% off Hinksey Slice if bought on the da 


Season runs till 28th Septembe 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 013865 467079 
Hinksey Pool, Lake Street, Off Abingdon Road, Oxford, OX1 4RP 


Pick up a leaflet for more information 
Call 0800 0521455 or email leisureandculture@oxford.gov.uk 
www.oxford.gov.uk/leisure 


15% off Hinksey 

Slice if bought at 

Hinksey between 
Mon 28 April - 1 Ma 


Whats on at the Leys Children’s Centres - April/May 2008 


* childcare available 


Cuddesdon 


Corner 
01865 773263 


01856 778609) 


Windale 
01865 777796 


Cuddesdon 
Corner 


(Linked with Orchard 
Meadow School 


[_____woRNING AFTERNOON 


Drop-in for Babies and parents/carers 
9.30am — 11.30am 
Contact Mikko Enticknap 01865 773263 
Breastfeeding support training 
9.30 am — 2.30 pm Starting Monday 21 April 
Contact Mikko Enticknap to book a place 


The Listening Centre 
5.00pm — 9.00pm Phone 01865 794794 


01865 773263 


Stay and Play 
9.00am-11.30am. 
Contact Sara Collingwood 01865 777796 


PEEP for 1s 9.30am-10.30am, call 01865 395145 


Creative Group% for children & parents, 12.30pm-2.00pm 
(£1.50 contribution for materials) 


Baby massage 10.15am-11.15am 
Contact Monika 01865 778034 


Stay and Play 
11.30am—2.30pm 


Parent-Talk programme, 7.30pm-9.30pm 
Contact Rosie Hill 01865 559386 


The Listening Centre, 5.00pm-9.00pm 


Pegasus 
01865 777175 


Parent Session* > 
9.15am—11.15am. Call Anne Wells 01865 777175 \ ‘ 


Windale 


Cuddesdon 
Corner 


Orchard 
Meadow 


HIPPOS group run by and for parents with 
children with special needs 

9.30am — 11.30pm. (meets monthly) 

Contact Melissa Sheard 079 501 25810 


Teenage and Pregnant (TAP‘1) 1.00pm-3.00pm 
Contact Clair Johnson for details 01865 773263 


ESOL Women’s group* 9.30 am — 11.30 am 
Contact 01865 728688 


The Listening Centre 5.00pm-9.00pm 


PEEP Baby Group 
1.30pm — 2.30pm. Call 01865 395145 


Pegasus 


Stay and Play 9.00am-11.30am Stay and Play (Story sack making 7, 14, 21 May”*) 
12.45pm — 3.00pm 
Protecting your children from drug and alcohol abuse* 9.00 am — 11.00 am 


7, 14, 21 May, 4, 11, 18 June Contact Anne Wells 01865 777175 


Windale 


Cuddesdon 
Corner 


THURSDAY 


PEEP for 2s, 9.30am-10.30am in the Dovecote 
call 01865 395145 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre (for advice on benefits) 10.00am-1.00pm. 
Contact Jackie Knight 01865 770206 


The Listening Centre 5.00pm- 9.00pm 


Pegasus 


Parent Session* 9.15am-11.15am 
Contact Anne Wells 01865 777175 


Windale 


Cuddesdon 
Corner 


PEEP for 1s 
9.30am—10.30am. Call 01865 395145 


The Baby Café 
(supporting breastfeeding) 
10.30am—12.30pm. 

Carole Roberts 01865 788688 


Stay & Play with lunch 
11.30am-—2.30pm (small fee) 


Job Centre Plus 12.30pm-3.00pm 
Contact Claire Johnson for details 


S258 =. Family Links for Dads 


6.00pm-8.00pm, Starting 29 February 
Contact Debbie Scrivener 01865 773263 


Pegasus 


Discussion Group/Sewing Group* 
9.15am—11.15am 
Contact Anne Wells for more details 01865 777175 


DIARY DATES 
@® Term ends 4th April / Term starts 21st April 


Windale 


Cuddesdon 
Corner 


SATURDAY 


Chi dren’s Centres > 


for families in Oxfordshire 


At Pegasus on Tuesday 20th and Thursday 
24th May. 9.15am—1.15pm. Childcare available. 
Contact Anne Wells 01865 777175 


Dad’s Zone 10.00am-12.00pm 
Every other Saturday starting 12 + 26 April, 
10 + 24 May 


@ Reading is FUNdamental at Cuddeson Corner 
25th April and 9th May. 1.00pm—2.00pm. 
Listen to stories and get a free book 


Supported by 
OXFORDSHIRE 
weay COUNTY COUNCIL 


PS 
Py 


KE 
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Leys Adult Education and Training 


Helping women build careers 


Samantha Sturgeon reports on a training scheme that gives women the confidence and 
skills to work in all kinds of industries. 


SIBHANSIOBHANSIOBHAN 


WOMEN SPENT THE day 
learning about IT, construction 
and decorating at an open day 
for Oxford Women’s Training 
Scheme (OWTS). More than 50 
women attended the open day 
at the Blackbird Leys campus 
of Oxford and Cherwell Valley 
College earlier this month. The 
lecture hall was full for the film 
‘Raising the Roof’ which 
showed how women can have a 
career in construction. 
Students showed the 
visitors around the campus 
where they learnt about the 
variety of courses available. 
Kate Sheasby, one of the tutors 
on the Skills for Jobs course, 
teaches employment skills. She 
said: “This course is fantastic 


for people who want to brush 
up on their IT skills, update 
their CV and get some top tips 
on interview skills. But I feel 
the best part is to be able to 
share their experiences with 
others.” 

Helen Hunt, a Skills for Jobs 
student, said: “This is an 
invaluable course for moving 
into work. After completing the 
‘Go for IT' computer course, it 
was natural to follow on with 
the Skills for Jobs. Everyone 
makes you feel welcome and 
comfortable, and your self 
esteem goes sky high - do it!” 

Job training for women has 
become increasingly important 
since the government 
announced changes to the 
benefit system. From October, 
parents of children over 12 
years will no longer qualify for 
income support and will have 
to actively seek work. 

Since employers 
increasingly demand computer 
skills, many women have 
benefited from the 'Go for IT' 
course, which teaches 
information technology to 
women who have not been in 
the learning environment for a 
while. 

Caroline Weddell first came 
on the course as a student and 
is now the course tutor. She 
said: “It is a great first step; 
helping you to build confidence 
using the computer and to start 
looking for employment or 
further training. This course is 
empowering and uplifting, so 
go for it!”. 

The painting and decorating 
courses are run at FCA level, 
which is a foundation level 
covering the basics of the skill. 

Peter Reid, who runs some 
of the painting and decorating 
and construction courses, 
says:“The girls enjoy the 
course and realise that they 
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can have a career in this line of 
work. A lot of the girls do both 
courses together. They also 
have work experience on 
construction sites.” 

Oxford Women's Training 
Scheme was first set up in 
Oxford 15 years ago to run 
courses specifically for women. 
It has been running in the 
Blackbird Leys Campus since 
September 2006. 

Helen, who is part of the 
administration team, said: “I 
wasn’t aware of the work 
Oxford Women’s Training did 
before I started working here, 
but I have been here for over a 
year and am amazed at the 
opportunities it affords women. 
It is wonderful to work with 
people who are so passionate.” 


If you are interested in any of 
the courses run by OWTS, 
contact Helen McLuckie on 
01865 550827. 


Pictures: 

Siobhan Tustain, bottom 
left, and Sarah Keenan, 
top left, are a mother 
and daughter both doing 
the OWTS construction 
course. They said: “It 
has totally changed us. 
We have more 
confidence and have 
made new friends.” 
Siobhan has done work 
experience at Cottsway 
Housing and “would love 
to work in construction”. 
Sarah joined the course 
late and has felt 
welcomed. "I didn't 
realise before I heard 
about OWTS that women 
can do these courses 
too.” 


Drink, look 
and learn... 


THE COWLEY FACTORY has 
played such a big part in 
the lives of Leys residents 
— but how much do you 
know about what’s now the 
BMW factory? 

Head to the Bullnose 
Morris pub on Watlington 
Road for an eye-opening 
afternoon of relaxation and 
information. There will be a 
quiz, an exhibition of 
archive photos and 
children’s activities. 


The event is on Sunday 


30th March at 4pm. 
Admission is free. 


OXFORD 


Yoga helps to unlock women’s potential at Brookes 


WOMEN FROM THE Leys enjoyed a 


day of empowerment - and 
pampering — to celebrate 
International Women’s Day. 
The event, held at the 
Headington campus of Oxford 


Brookes University, was held to 
celebrate women’s achievements and 
help local women realise their own 
potential. It was organised by 
Oxford Brookes University and the 
Leys Learning Community and 


sponsored by Unison. 


Marie Jones of Oxford Brookes 
said: “This was Oxford Brookes 
University’s first Communiversity 


event, bringing together the 


university and the local community. 
We want local people to realise that 
university doesn’t have to be an 


intimidating place.” 


Women from Barton, Rose Hill 
and the Leys enjoyed workshops and 
talks about how to increase their 
self-worth and fulfil their potential. 
A workshop on assertiveness by Sue 
Funge was particularly well received. 

However, the day was also about 
enjoyment and celebration, so the 
women sat down to a delicious 
lunch, which was followed by yoga 
relaxation and hand massage. 

Anna, 36, a woman from Greater 
Leys who attended the event, said: 
“I found the assertiveness course 
really inspiring and it’s made me 
decide to do another course to take 
things further. The whole day had a 
really positive atmosphere and the 
lunch was delicious!” 

The entire cost of the day for 


included bus transport to the venue 
and a creche for any children 
attending with their mothers. 

Sue Funge, co-ordinator for the 
Leys Learning Community, said: 
“The day was an opportunity to 
celebrate the achievements of 
women and it was a great success.” 

International Women’s Day began 
in the early 20th century and is 
celebrated on March 8th every year. 
It is a day to celebrate women’s 
achievements globally and to take 
action towards further equality 
between the sexes. Most countries 
in the world celebrate the day and 
some also have a national holiday 
on March 8th. However, Britain lags 


behind the rest of the world in 


those attending was just £2. This 


recognising the event. 


BROOKES Thanks to Oxford Brookes University for sponsoring this page. If you are interested in studying at Oxford Brookes please contact 


UNIVERSITY 


Marie Jones on 01865 484866 or marie.jones@brookes.ac.uk 


A Star in our yard 


Coming to Greater Leys 


In May later this year Dominion Housing Group staff will be scouting for fresh 
talent in a series of Street Olympic style competitions in neighbourhoods 
across London, Greater Leys and South England. 

These exciting challenges for children, teens and families are part of a 
series of events planned to get everyone involved in football matches and 
street dance sessions which could lead to knock-outs at a final event at 
Trailfinders Sports Club in West Ealing, London on the 12th July 2008 from 
12 - 4pm. 

Children and young people will be putting on their dancing shoes 
andfootball boots, prepping their paints and rehearsing their acting skills as 
they prepare for the final event, 'Stars in our Yard', which will showcase the 
talents of Dominion Housing Group's local stars and other Local residents. 


* Dance sessions begin 4th June, 4.45pm - 5.45pm. sr 
Ages 10 - 16. Just turn up or ring for info. 


+ Football coaching at the Leisure Centre begins +r 
5th June at 4.45pm. 


We know that Dominion Housing Group's households are brimming with talent 
and our scouts will be sweeping your neighbourhood to search for the 


potential stars in your yard. 


If you want more details contact Dominion's Community Development Officer 
Terry Weston: tel 01865 260 529, or email terry.weston@dominionhg.co.uk 


dominion, 
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Leys News short story winner - The Return 
by Joseph A McCullough 


NICK BURY TAPPED the 
smouldering ashes from his 
pipe into the open grave at 
his feet then settled himself 
more comfortably on the 
mound of earth behind him. 
All around the graveyard air 
hung cool and calm, while the 
dying sun cast skeletal 
shadows across the ground. 
In one particularly tenebrous 
corner, Nick could hear 
regular, heavy breathing, but 
he paid it no mind. The dead 
slept easy, even if the living 
were restless. 

The shadows continued to 
grow, reaching out with their 
long fingers, until a new 
sound drifted by, the crunch 
of footsteps on a gravel path. 
Nick peered through the 
gloom with his one green eye 
and saw a group of pall- 
bearers coming up the hill, a 
wooden casket carried on 
their shoulders. There were 
six in all, marching like toy 
soldiers, dressed all in black. 
They stopped before Nick and 
laid the casket down by the 
empty grave. 


The man in front, 
noticeable by his immaculate 
moustache, opened his 
mouth to speak, but a crazed 
laugh stole his words. Several 
of the pall-bearers turned to 
look at Nick, but he just 
grinned and pointed a long, 
pale finger to a dark corner 
of the yard. There, in the 
gloom of a cracked stone 
obelisk, an emaciated rag- 
man chuckled over the wide 
barrel of a blunderbuss. 

“You're foolish, Mr. Mead, 
coming here tonight,” said 
the ragman as he stepped 
out of the shadows and 
shuffled toward the group. 
“You've got no sense. Even 
being that your brother is 
dead, you must have known 
I’d be waiting.” The man 
stopped at the head of the 
grave, his eyes dancing with 
the dreams of madness. He 
levelled the blunderbuss at 
the moustachioed man. 

“I’ve been waiting years 
to kill you, Mr. Mead. I told 
you so in all those letters.” 

“I read them,” replied Mr. 


Mead as the lid flew off the 
casket. A pistol flashed and 
thundered and a leaden ball 
tore through the chest of the 
ragman. With a look of 
bewilderment, the ragman 
dropped his gun and pitched 
head first into the grave. 

A seventh man in black 
clambered out of the casket, 
a smoking pistol in his hand. 

Mr. Mead helped him to 
his feet. “Thank you, Bowis,” 
he said. 

Bowis nodded. “I hope 
your family can rest easy 
now.” 

“They will,” replied Mead, 
“and my brother will be 
happy to come home.” 

Mr. Mead pulled a silver 
penny from his pocket and 
tossed it to Nick Bury. 

“For your trouble.” 

Nick caught the coin in 
the air and tucked it into a 
pouch. Then he picked up his 
rusty shovel and got to his 
feet. 

“No trouble,” said Nick in 
his hoarse whisper. “It’s all 
the same to me.” 
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Sinister short story 
wins competition 


In the February issue of Leys News, we launched a short-story 
competition to find the most talented writer on the Leys. Entries were 
in two categories: adults (over-16s) and children (16 and under). 


THE WINNER IN the adult category is 
Joseph McCullough, 31, of Oxeye 
Court. Our judges were impressed 
with the dark and sinister atmosphere 
of his story, "The Return". Mr 
McCullough said "I'm a bit surprised I 


won because I wasn't sure how the 
story would be received. It's meant 
to be fun." 

Mr McCullough, a marketing 
assistant at Osprey Publishing, has 
had writing published before, but this 
is the first competition he has won. 
He receives a £25 book token, kindly 
donated by Oxford University Press. 

There have been very few entries 
in the children's category so far, so 
Leys News has decided to roll over 
the children's competition to our next 
issue. This means that there is still a 
chance for any Leys resident aged 16 
or under to enter. Stories can be on 
any topic whatsoever and any length 
(as long as you keep them below a 
thousand words). All entries must be 
received by Friday 9th May. You can 
email them to editor@leysnews.co.uk 
or post them to 26 Kingfisher Green, 
Greater Leys, OX4 7BX. 


The competition prize will be a £25 token to be spent at the Oxford 
University Press bookshop, 116-117 High Street, Oxford. Closing date for 
entries: Friday 9th May. Please put your name, address and telephone 
number on your entry. The winning story will be published in the June 


issue of Leys News. 


GREEN FINGERS 


Whilst dodging all those April 
showers, this time of year is a 
great chance to get any onions 
you have nurtured under glass 
or indoors over the last few 
weeks, planted out into the 
garden. 

You need to be extremely 
careful and attentive towards 
these little darlings when doing 
this job. Be 
sure not to 
plant them 
deep, because 
they can easily 
become thick 
necked as they 
mature. 

Planted too 
shallowly and 
you run the 
risk of the wind 
moving them 
and preventing 
them from 
rooting. Plant 
them deep 
enough so as 
to ensure they 
are firm at the 
advisable depth 
being roughly 
that of the 
small bulb itself. 

If you are growing on light 
soils, you can plant a little 
deeper than this as when the 
bulb grows, it easily pushes 
through the soil. Be careful if 
you have heavier soil in your 
garden, as it is more difficult to 
grow onions here. If planted 
too deeply, the young bulb 
when it wants to swell as it 
grows, cannot shoulder the soil 
away so the bulb is forced 
upwards and again can become 
thick necked. 

If you have an exposed and 
windy garden, cloche protection 


delen. 


be 77 ipa veaudescolorts 


is advised, that is, until they 
have rooted firmly. 

Those of you who know your 
onions, but do not desire to 
grow them, may prefer to tend 
to your evergreen shrubs. 
Those in this group, not pruned 
in March, should be done now if 
needed. Pruning usually 
consists of cutting out all dead 

wood and 
shortening or 
removing 
overcrowded 
branches. 
Holly bushes 
can be cut into 
shape now and 
dogwoods, 
grown for their 
coloured stems, 
should be cut 
down to the 
ground. 

This 
quickly 
encourages the 
plant to throw 


Re ASS up new stems, 


Fritllana tune ifolys 


which always 
gives the best 
colour effects. 
Two of my 
favourites, if you can find them 
are Cornus Alba for 5ft high red 
stems and Cornus Stolonifera 
‘Flaviramea’ which has yellow 
stems and very effective when 
it is grown along side Alba. 

Go on, get out there in your 
garden, now the better 
weather’s here. It is a truly 
worthwhile investment, 
repaying you repeatedly for the 
money and care you bestow 
upon it.... 


‘ 
ORM mt ‘Vrfinam 


Happy Gardening 


SERVICE CENTRE 


ASHVILLE WAY, COWLEY 


ALL TYPES OF MECHANICAL 


WORK UNDERTAKEN 


INTRODUCTION MOT 
PRICE £35.00 
SERVICES FROM £60.00 


TEL:0ox 416888 
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Popular pre-school to 
close 


“The estate will never be the same 
again” 

Blackbird Leys Pre-School is set to close - despite 
protests from parents and a glowing OFSTED 
report. 

The pre-school, which has been based on 
Moorbank since 1986, will be closing in July 
because of a decision by central Government. 

The Department for Children, Schools and 
Families recently decided that primary schools can 
now admit children as young as three years old. All 
but five of the children currently attending 
Blackbird Leys Pre-School are therefore eligible to 
attend primary school and will be starting at school 
in the near future. 

Once this happens, the pre-school will no 
longer have the number of children it needs to 
continue running. 

Parent Vikki Debanks, whose daughter attends 
the pre-school, said: “My daughter loves it there. 
The pre-school is amazing. 

“It gives the children so much confidence. If 
Blackbird Leys loses the pre-school, the estate will 
never be the same again.” 

Jenny Martin, head of the Leys Children’s Centre, 
said: “We are really sorry to see the closure of the 
Blackbird Leys Pre-School. The Leys Children’s 
Centre has been working closely with the pre- 
school (they are represented on our advisory 
group) and we know how much support they have 
provided to young children living in the area.” 

The Government decision will almost certainly 
affect all the pre-schools on the Leys, but currently 
only Blackbird Leys Pre-School has a definite date 
for closure. 

The pre-school received a good report from 
OFSTED (the Office for Standards in Education) 
when it was last inspected. The report, delivered in 
July 2007, rated the school as Good in every 
significant area. Inspectors praised the quality of 
teaching and learning and commented that the 
pre-school makes children feel secure and valued. 
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Leys Learning Community awaits 
crucial funding decision 


A PROJECT THAT has helped 
nearly 400 Leys residents in 
just two years is waiting to 
hear whether it will receive 
funding to carry on for 
another year. 

The Leys Learning 
Community has helped 390 
Leys residents find work or 
training since it was set up 
in 2006 with money from 
SEEDA (the South East 
England Development 
Agency). The current phase 
of funding runs out on March 
31st and the organisation is 
waiting to hear whether the 
bid for a further year's 
funding will be approved. 

Learning Communities 
were described as "the glue 
between educationalists and 
local communities, helping to 
join up services so they 
meet local needs" at a 
meeting to celebrate two 
years of the project. 
Education consultant Mike 
Yarnit was praising the 
project for the way it 
reaches out to residents and 
works with partners such as 
Oxford Brookes University, 
Oxford and Cherwell Valley 
College and Oxfordshire 
County Council. 

There are currently three 
Learning Communities in the 
country: in Barton, Rose Hill 


and the Leys. Mr Yarnit 
described the three Oxford 
projects as a model for other 
areas of the country to copy. 

All three Learning 
Communities have reached 
out to residents by 
appointing Learning 
Champions: friendly 
volunteers who live in the 
area and promote the idea 
of learning to their friends 
and neighbours. 

SEEDA, a central 
government agency, gave 
the Learning Communities 
£800,000 worth of funding 
to start the project. With 
matched and partnership 
funding, the scheme 
received a total of £1.7 
million to start up and run 
for two years. 

The stated aim of the project 
was to engage a thousand 
new learners from the most 
deprived areas in Oxford by 
2008. This target has been 
very nearly achieved with a 
total of 950 new learners 
across the three estates. 

The community-based 
approach seems to have 
helped the Learning 
Communities to target the 
intended people. The 
Government aims to help 
more people of working age 
become "economically 


active" by getting them into 
work or training. External 
consultants who evaluated 
the Learning Communities 
projects confirmed that 66% 
of the participants were not 
in employment despite 
being of active working age. 
In other words, the people 
most in need were being 
reached. 

As well as providing 
educational opportunities for 
hundreds of residents, the 
project has also been 
responsible for some 
memorable events recently, 
such as the new hot air 
balloon mosaic on the side 
of the community centre and 
the Leys photo exhibition. 
However, if funding is not 
forthcoming from SEEDA, 
lack of money will be a big 
problem for the future of all 
three Learning Communities. 

The February celebration 
of two years' success was 
also a time for project 
participants to evaluate their 
progress so far and discuss 
how things can continue in 
the future. 

Tanya Prescott, a 
Learning Champion in 
Blackbird Leys, said: "There 
were thousands of voluntary 
hours put in. We need more 
funding for paid roles." 


Project organisers have 
now asked SEEDA for a 
further £200,000 to continue 
for another year. By the time 
you read this article, the 
result of the funding bid will 
be known. It will be reported 
on the Leys News website 
(www.leysnews.co.uk) as 
soon as it is announced. 

Jim Barlow, manager of 
the Leys Learning 
Community and overall 
manager of the Learning 
Communities project, said: 
“It does need a local 
presence and funding and 
there are high overheads. 
I’m pleased that the 
majority of the staff and 
volunteers live in the local 
estate. It would be good to 
be able to offer more 
opportunities for paid 
employment for Learning 
Champions.” 

He added that whatever 
the outcome of the funding 
decision, the Leys Learning 
Community will continue to 
operate in some form. “It 
was set up by people who 
live on the estate because 
we want to see positive 
educational activities 
happening here. We are not 
going to disappear even if 
we have to scale back for a 
while.” 


Need a helping hand to get you back into learning? 


Grow your confidence 


If you'd like to start studying again but feel 
a bit rusty or lack confidence, our short 
Openings courses could be ideal for you. 


You don’t need special experience or 
qualifications and you'll get a taste of 
what home study with the OU is like. 


How do | study? 

- 6-8 hours per week 

- Courses last a maximum of 20 weeks 

- Learn from home with full tutor support 
-No exams 


How much and when? 


Financial support available if you need it 
Courses cost up to £99 
Courses start four times per year 


For your free prospectus: 


Next one begins 1 June 2008 


Register by 15 May 


Get back to studying 


with our range of 


Openings courses: 


01865 327000 to speak to an education adviser 


www.openuniversity.co.uk/hand 


University 


: The Open 


’ 
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... Your local representatives... 


Parish Council 


Chairman: Gordon Roper 

Vice Chair: Gerry Webb 

Parish Clerk: Helen Shayler 

Non-position holders: Anne Booker, Susan Fitzsimons, Chris Hatton, Rae Humberstone (see 
City Council section below), Danny Johnston, Rik Marshall, Sophia Marshall, Cyril Martin, Carol 
Roberts, Rosemary Morlin, Val Smith (see County Council section), Pat Stannard. 


For further details telephone 01865 734346 during office hours of 9am - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
Answering service outside office hours. 
The mailing address for the Parish Council is 10 Swan Street, Oxford OX29 4HU. 


Oxford City Council 


Blackbird Leys Ward: 

Lee Cole - Independent Working Class Association 

31 Long Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7WS, 07886 463580 

Surgery: Tuesday from 6.30pm to 7.30pm at the Clockhouse, Greater Leys. 


Rae Humberstone - Labour 

75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys, 01865 779678 

Email: raehumberstone@btinternet.com 

Surgery: 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month at Blackbird Leys Community Centre, 
liam - 12pm 


Northfield Brook Ward: 

Stuart Craft - Independent Working Class Association 

12 Brocklesby Road, Oxford OX4 4QJ, 07733 274324 

Surgery: Every Tuesday from 6.30 - 7.30pm at the Clockhouse, Greater Leys. 


Jane Elizabeth Lacey - Independent Working Class Association 
71 Knights Road, Blackbird Leys, 07947 225297 
Surgery: Tuesday from 6.30pm to 7.30pm at the Clockhouse, Greater Leys. 


Oxfordshire County Council 


Leys & Lye Division: 


Val Smith - Labour Member of Parliamen 


4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD a Member of Parliament 
01865 305080 for Oxford East 
Email: val.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk Andrew Smith - Labour 
Surgery: 2nd and 4th Saturday of the Suite A 
month from 11am - 12pm at Blackbird j 21 Templars Square 
Leys Community Centre, Blackbird Leys Cowley 
Oxford OX4 2UZ 

Road 

01865 305080 
andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 
Barbara Gatehouse - Labour Surgery: Every fe Friday 
51 Ash Grove, Headington at the Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 
Oxford OX3 9JN from 3.00pm 
01865 741060 


Barbara.gatehouse@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
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Dovecote 


Monday 7¢ April 
until Thursday 10+ April 


Or Monday 14+ April 
until Thursday 17¢ April 


10am to 4pm 


OXFORD 
CITY 


Oa WHAT DO 


(aa) 


in AREA COMMITTEES DO? 
COUNCIL 
The six Area Committees are responsible for the following: 


Abandoned vehicles, allotments, 
cemeteries, decisions on planning 
applications, dog wardens, ditches and 
streams, public toilets, car parks, parks & 
countryside management, street cleaning, 
street naming, community centres. 


SOUTH EAST AREA 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 


Monday 7th April 
Cardinal House 
6.30pm 


Monday 12th May 
Glow Hall 


Blackbird Leys Community Centre 
6.30pm 


Monday 2nd June 
Rosehill Community Centre 
6.30pm 


BLACKBIRD LE 


Ring 01865 252249 ’ South East 
for further information 
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Staying safe and happy 


Sixteen children from Mabel Prichard School had fun learning how to stay safe. Here the 
children tell us about it in their own were = (es | told to Ines Kretzschmar, who ran the project). 


WE HAD GREAT fun learning 
how to stay safe and happy. 
We loved the two cuddly and 
sometimes cheeky puppets 
Emui and Emu2 who came to 
visit us in our school on four 
different occasions. 

Emuil and Emu2 talked 
with us about our “Oh-oh!” 
body warning signs like the 
fast pumping heart, jelly legs, 
shaky hands, a tight throat, a 
churning tummy when we are 
in some kind of danger. We 


drew these signs on 
gingerbread men with yummy 
icing sugar. 


The ‘Oh-oh!’ signs tell us 
that we are not safe and we 
need to listen to them and talk 
to someone we trust. In the 
second session we_ talked 
about safe secrets that are fun 
and make us feel good like a 
birthday surprise party. We 
also talked about unsafe 
secrets that might worry, scare 
or frighten us or make us feel 
sad like when someone is 
hurting us. 

With the help of Emui and 
Emu2 we erupted an angry 
volcano in our third session. It 
showed us what can happen if 
we can’t control our anger. 
Then we practiced calming 
down exercises. We enjoyed 
the bubbles and the 
competition was hot when we 


ia 


played a cotton ball football 
game. 

Now each of us has our 
very own beautiful designed 
Helping Hand. On this Hand 
are five adults we trust, who 
will listen to us and help us 
when we are worried, when we 
feel the body warning signs, 
when we have an unsafe secret 
or when we are mad about 


someone or something. We 
were very proud and happy 
when Emul and = Emu2 
presented us with ‘Well Done’ 
certificates when we finished 
the course. Emul and Emu2 
are right. “There is nothing so 
awful or small that we can’t 
talk about it.” It will help you 
and make you happy again. 


The children were taking part 
in a Protective Behaviour 
Programme run by the 
Looking After Yourself Project, 
which is funded by the Big 
Lottery. 


For more information, email 
lookingafteryourself@hotmail.com 
or ring Ines on 01865 
717799. 


Doubling the size of the Leys - twice 
as nice or double trouble? 


Oxford City Council is 
considering building on land 
beyond Grenoble Road. The 
new development would have 
at least 4,000 houses on it, 
nearly doubling the size of the 
estate. 

The city council is 
consulting with residents about 
the proposed development. 
One drop-in session took place 
Shortly after Leys News went 
to press and there will be 
another one at the community 
centre on March 3ist. The 
drop-ins allow residents to ask 
questions and give their views 
about the estate’s future. 

The land being considered 
for development is designated 
Green Belt land, which means 
that it can only be used for 
development in exceptional 
circumstances. Green Belt land 
is intended to stop cities like 
Oxford from sprawling 
outwards and merging with 
other built-up areas. 


However, an independent 
panel of inspectors recently 
judged that exceptional 


FREE Admission, FREE Racecard & FREE Drink! 


Oxford erecnound Stadium - Sandy Lane, Cowley, Oxford 


circumstances such as the 
backlog of housing need, give 
grounds for considering 
development on the Green 
Belt, even if this means that 
Greater Leys merges with the 
small village of Toot Baldon. 
Residential property in 
Oxford is at a premium. The 
average cost of a house in 
Oxford is £333,410, according 
to the most recent Land 
Registry figures, while the 
national average is £222,256. 
The average wait for a council 
house is around five years. 
Local MP Andrew Smith 
backs the development 
because of the housing need. 
“All over Blackbird Leys and 
Greater Leys there are families 
in need of better housing. It’s 
important that if development 
of the land south of Grenoble 
Road goes ahead, there are 
homes to meet this local need. 
“It’s worth remembering 
that if Blackbird Leys people 
had blocked the Greater Leys 
development, many _ local 
residents would not have the 


homes they do today. When 
we came to Blackbird Leys, 
there were fields next to our 
house, but I welcomed the new 
homes at Greater Leys 
because they met pressing 
housing need. 

“I think it’s crucial that any 
development is well designed, 
with good facilities and that 
local people are consulted on 
this. I have also made clear 
my view that other sites on the 
edge of Oxford should also be 
looked at for housing, because 
we can’t meet all the City’s 
housing needs here.” 

However, Brian Lester, 
longtime resident and former 
chairman of Blackbird Leys 
Parish Council, expressed 
doubt that any extension to 
the estate would get the 
facilities it needs. 

“The residents of this area 
have already been let down 
once by the _ politicians 
regarding infrastructure when 
the new part of Blackbird Leys 
was built and I daresay that if 
this development goes forward 


we will be let down again.” 

A spokesman from the Oxford 
Green Belt Network said that 
more housing would worsen 
traffic congestion. 

"If the houses are built on 
the land south of Grenoble 
Road, this is more than a 
Kassam Stadium full of people 
to be added to the daily traffic 
jams at rush hours in and out 
of the roads serving the Leys.” 


The consultation will be at 
Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre on Monday 31st March 
between 2pm and 8pm. 
Residents are encouraged to 
drop in and ask questions. 
There will also be a further 
consultation at Oxford Town 
Hall on Tuesday 15th April 
from 5pm to 8pm. You can 
also ring the Planning Policy 
Team on 01865 252847 or 
visit the website at 

www. oxford.gov.uk 
/planning/corestrategy to see 
all the relevant documents. 


Name 
' 


Number of guests 


Hand in at turnstiles on your chosen 
race night and receive FREE admission, 
racecard and drink. 


(max) 


Management reserve the right to withdraw offer anytime. Racing every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday evening. Volid until the end of Apr# 2008. 
Drink is a pint of Lager or equivalent. Offer applies to over 18's only and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Terms and conditions apply. 
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Bank holiday 
decorating needn't 
cost the earth 


THINKING OF SPRUCING up your home this 
bank holiday? You're not alone. The Easter 
bank holiday is traditionally a time for 
decorating and DIY as well as general spring 
cleaning, with as many as one in three of us 
undertaking home improvements. 

But before you rush off to stock up on 
paint and other decorating supplies, you 
might want to read about a store that can 
save you money - as well as saving the 
environment. 

The Orinoco Scrapstore is a colourful 
Aladdin's Cave filled with paints, scrap, 
garden tools and more. But the really 
unusual thing about Orinoco is that almost 
all the items are either free or incredibly 
cheap. Manager Howie Watkins describes 
the store's ethos as "Take what you like, pay 
what you can". Paint is about 50p a litre - 
but if you can't afford that, you can take it 
for free. 

The reason is that all the paint that finds 
its way to Orinoco would otherwise be 
thrown away. According to non-profit 
network Community RePaint, British people 
throw away enough paint every year to fill 
33 Olympic-sized swimming pools. This is a 
big problem because the paint that looks so 
great on your living-room wall can harm 
both humans and wildlife if it's not disposed 
of properly. Some paints and decorating 
products are even classed as hazardous 
waste. 

Pouring unused paint down the sink 
is an obvious no-no, but so is taking your 
half-empty paint pots to the local dump, 
because liquid paint can run into streams 
and rivers even if it is safely in the tin when 
you drop it off. 

Certain types of paint (the less toxic 
kind) can be safely dumped if you first 
solidify the paint by mixing it with soil or 
sawdust first. But many types of paint (and 
most varnishes) are not suitable for this 
treatment and must be taken to one of the 
county council's household waste recycling 
centres for specialist treatment. The nearest 
centre for Leys residents is the Redbridge 
centre on Old Abingdon Road. 

If you can't get to a recycling centre but 
you have hazardous materials to dispose of, 
you can ring the county’ council's 
ChemCollect service (otherwise known as 
the Toxic Taxi) on 08450 50 45 50 to pick 
up the waste for disposal. 

However, a much simpler, quicker and 
greener option is to donate your used paints 
to a scheme like Orinoco and let somebody 
else use them to decorate their own home. 
Or, if you're reading this before you start 
your Easter weekend decorating spree, head 
to Orinoco to get your paints in the first 
place. 

The store itself is worth a visit whether 
you're planning home decorating, garden 
work or a craft project, as it's full of all kinds 
of interesting materials and tools. Customer 
Val Norman told the Leys News team when 
we dropped in: "It's fantastic value. You 
often find exactly what you need and the 
staff are very friendly and helpful." 

While you're there, you can pick up some 
craft materials to keep your children busy 
over the Easter holidays. With the money 
you'll have saved on paint, you can afford a 
few extra holiday treats for the kids - and 
perhaps a well-earned drink for yourself too. 


LOVEE 
DOGS 


0870 840 8903 


www.lovethedogs.co.uk 
Sandy Lane, Cowley, 
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